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This past academic year, which saw the 
start of a new millennium, also marked a 
new beginning for Concordia. With the end, 
in 1999, of five years of government 
imposed budget cuts and the beginning of 
the implementation of the previously 
approved academic, space, personnel and 
enrolment plans, it became possible to begin 
to realize the vision of a renewed Concordia. 


An extensive review led to the modification 
of over 40 per cent of our undergraduate 
programs. The result is a more streamlined 
series of course offerings and a more 
broadly based undergraduate experience. 
Students in all Faculties will be exposed to a 
greater extent to courses in fields other 
than their own. The effect of these changes 
is to reverse the tendency to narrower and 
premature undergraduate specialization, a 
trend towards which many universities, 
including our own, had been drifting. 


An increased emphasis on 
internationalization was reflected ina 
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substantial 25 per cent increase in the 
number of international students. 
International students, however, still 
account for only 6 per cent of the total 
student population. Of course, we continue 
to enrol many first- and second-generation 
Canadian and landed immigrant students of 
varied ethnic backgrounds, who make 
Concordia one of the most diverse 
universities in Canada. 


It is generally agreed that the two most 
important elements in a successful 
university are highly motivated, good 
students and highly motivated, excellent 
faculty. We are fortunate in having both. 
Concordia continues to provide accessible 
university education to many part-time 
working students and mature students who 
are highly motivated to return to, or 
commence their studies, after years in the 
workforce. 


We also have an increasing number of 
programs for which applications greatly 
exceed our capacity. The overall entering 
grade point average continues to climb even 
as the total enrolment climbs. Our students 
can be characterized as serious, 
goal-oriented men and women who 
recognize that their university studies are 
key to the development of their future 
careers. 
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We have embarked on a major recruitment 
and hiring initiative to strengthen the 
full-time faculty ranks and fill the gaps left 
as a result of our retirement programs. This 
initiative has already brought to Concordia 
more than 100 young academics with 
strong research and teaching potential. 
Because they are being hired in areas of 
growth and not necessarily where the 
retirements occurred, this has permitted us 
to begin to reshape the university. 


However, we need to provide our good 
students and keen young professors with an 
environment that encourages learning, 
research, scholarship and success. It is for 
this reason we have adopted a sweeping 
vision of what Concordia can and should be 
in this new century — a truly modern 
university with spacious, adaptable, 
technically up-to-the-minute facilities for 
its students, faculty and staff. 


On the Buildings web site, you can get a 
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taste of that vision as it began to unfold 
from the planning process that involved 
every element of our university community 
to the architectural competitions that put 
our vision on paper. 


Concordia’s future looks bright. Our 
position as an integral part of Quebec’s 
university network is secure. The support 
we receive from our Board of Governors, 
our graduates and friends is strong and 
growing stronger. The relevance of the 
opportunities we provide — both in our 
degree programs and in continuing 
education — is confirmed by our growing 
enrolment. For all these reasons, I feel 
privileged to be Concordia’s Rector at this 
exciting time. 





ia he ko y 


Frederick Lowy, 
Rector and Vice-Chancellor 
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After years of funding cutbacks, governments &» FOME 

have begun to commit resources to students and » FOCUS ON 
universities. The federal government increased ACADEMICS 
transfer payments to the provinces for education » FOCUS ON 
and health, introduced funding for scientific RESEARCH 
r ademic chairs, : ed » FOCUS ON 
research and new academic chairs, and offered a STUDENTS 


bigger tax-free deduction for recipients of eae 
scholarships and bursaries. >» HIGHLIGHTS 


» AT-A-GLANCE 


The Quebec government also promised to give 
IN THIS SECTION: higher education greater priority in the next 
Irish studies, graduate 10 years. This year’s budget allocated $100 
certificates, ‘Ti fordene: d P ; 
international miuilion tor deficit reduction on a pro-rata 
exchanges basis, and bolstered support for research at 
Web financing, Simone Quebec universities. At a youth summit in 
Me Me aeVYVil, 7 : : 
Philosophy and February, Quebec City also promised $1 
technology cas y ‘ 
billion for education in general; the 
seiiaorencurs & ndia universities’ portion will come with 
and_IT. Polanyi “performance contracts” attached — proof 
that they are spending the money wisely and 


Spotlight on teachers ' 
efficiently. 


Spotlight on staff 


None too scon 

Concordia’s share of the $100 million 
earmarked by the Quebec government for 
deficit reduction is $9 million, enough to offset 
what would have been a $3.8 million deficit. 
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Our accumulated debt has been whittled down 
to $12 million, down from $36 million in the 
1996 fiscal year. 


What this financial context means is that the 
era of having to “do more with less” in the 
academic setting may be over, and none too 
soon. Concordia’s four Faculties and its School 
of Graduate Studies have ambitious plans for 
their students, and the recent academic 
planning process has helped redefine priorities 
and needs. This past year saw many 
achievements fall into place. Below are but a 
sample of some of the exciting academic 
developments at the university. 


Next: Irish studies, graduate certificates, 
international exchanges 
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irish studies a reality 

This success story has had more than the luck of 
the Irish going for it. Pledges of $500,000 each 
from Concordia and the governments of Canada 
and Quebec added to previous contributions to 
help the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation reach 
its fundraising goal: $3.3 million. Last year, the 
government of Ireland pledged $200,000, and 
the rest of the funds have been raised over a 
period of three years by a group of people 
dedicated to the study of the Irish experience. 


The Faculty of Arts and Science has 
offered courses in its Irish Studies 
cluster every year over the last 
decade. The completion of this 
fundraising campaign means these 
courses will be expanded into a 
program so that students can study 
the Irish experience in Quebec and 
throughout Canada, as well as the 
history and culture of Ireland itself. 
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Randy Swedburg, professor in 
Applied Hurnan Sciences, led a 
special course in which 88 
students participated intensively 
in the Aging in Seciety 
Canferenee in September 


Graduate certificates for the real world 
The first 20 students began their graduate 
certificate in Software Systems this year, 
and will have already graduated in 
September. There is such a demand for 
people skilled in the use of industry 
software that the new program will focus 
on hands-on training. Other graduate 
certificates introduced in January by the 
Faculty of Engineering and Computer 
Science are in aerospace, composite 
materials controls and automation, 
theoretical and computational fluid 
dynamics, and manufacturing systems. 


Other Faculties also introduced one-year, 
intensive programs, including Commerce 
and Administration with an MBA 
(Management option), and Fine Arts with a 
graduate certificate in Digital Technologies 
in Design Art Practice, geared toward 
professional designers who wish to advance 
their expertise in digital technologies. 
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international exchanges 

Faculty exchanges offer a wonderful opportunity for knowledge and 
culture to be shared. In one instance this year, the University of 
Havana’s Pablo Olivares joined Concordia’s Department of 
Mathematics and Statistics, and in another, Journalism Professor Enn 
Raudsepp visited Kosovo as part of a broader program to help 
support democratic institutions in the region. Professor Raudsepp 
spent four weeks with several newspapers consulting on editorial 
policy, layout and other practical aspects of journalism. Six senior 
radio and television producers from Kosovo spent three weeks 
visiting broadcast outlets in Montreal and Toronto, and three days at 
Concordia on workshops in media management. 
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Financing on the web 
The Faculty of Commerce and Administration’s 


» FOCUS ON 
Centre for Instructional Technology and Finance ACADEMICS 


Professor Arshad Ahmad developed a fully » FOCUS ON 
interactive course on the Web in a record six RESEARCH 
months. The Personal Finance course teaches » POCUS ON 
students the concepts, tools and applications STUDENTS 
necessary to help them manage money. Four » HIGHLIGHTS 
hundred students have signed up for the course, » AT.A-GLANCE 
which promises to be lively, engaging and 

relevant. 


New Simone de Beauvoir principal 
Lillian Robinson, a feminist 
scholar whose career has spanned 


31 years, is the new head of the 


trish studies, graduate : : : 
sear ures Simone de Beauvoir Institute, the 


international home of the first Women’s 
exchanges ! : 
Studies program in Canada. She 


Minority P ‘ 
entrepreneurs, India has taught at the University of 


ane 11, pelenyl East Carolina, Radcliffe, the 

University of Hawaii, and has been a court 
translator, published poet and mystery writer 
and a student at the Sorbonne. She has edited a 
four-volume reference book on Modern 
Women Writers (1996), and has written In 
the Canon’s Mouth: Dispatches from the 
Culture Wars (1997), and co-authored Night 
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Market , about the Thai sex trade. A native 
New Yorker who has been studying French 
since she was 13, Robinson is happy to be 
settling into a cosmopolitan, bilingual city. 


Philosopher takes on technology 
Respected French philosopher Hervé Fischer 
claimed the new Chair in Digital Technologies 
and the Fine Arts in early March, promising to 
link knowledge between the arts and computer 
science. “We must understand where we’re 
going with new technologies in order to protect 
our world,” he said. The academic chair was 
established with a $300,000 gift from the 
Daniel Langlois Foundation for Art, Science and 
Technology, which is named for the founder of 
the highly successful company Softimage. 


Next: Minority entrepreneurs, India and IT, 
Polanyi archive 
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Minority entrepreneurs bank on it — Tr 


Concordia’s Entrepreneurship Institute for the 
Development of Minority Communities (EIDMC) 





formed a partnership with the Canadian Bankers » FOCUS ON 
Association (cB) to deliver business training to RESEARCH 
members of First Nations, black and other visible >» FOCUS ON 
minority communities. Concordia has been aan 
working with Cree communities for more than ® HIGHLIGHTS 
two years, offering training in business, » AT-A-GLANCE 


entrepreneurship, and community organization 
development. Joining forces with the cpa 
Entrepreneurial Spirit program is EIDMC’s first 
collaboration with the private sector. 


ALSO IN THIS SECTION: 


introduction 


Irish studies, graduate 
certificates, 


international 
exchanges 


Web financing, Simone 


de Beauvoir, 


Philosophy and 
technology 


Spotlight on teachers 
Spotlight on staff 


Collaborating with India on IT 

Concordians from Engineering and Computer 
Science and the Provost’s office met with 
delegates from India’s Ministry of Information 
Technology last December to establish academic 
ties with Indian academic institutions in the area 
of information technology. The final agreement 
included the exchange of faculty for one 
semester, with the host institution to provide 
teaching and research opportunities for the 
faculty member, and the promise of annual 
conferences on information technology and 
pedagogy, to alternate between Montreal and 
India. Knowledge and design of Internet-based 
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courses will also be shared. 


Polanyi archive lives on 

The Karl Polanyi Institute of Political Economy 
has been awarded a grant of $40,000 U.S. 
(about $58,000 Cdn) from the American 
philanthropic Rockefeller Foundation for the 
preservation of its archives. 


In 1988, following the first international Karl 
Polanyi conference, McGill professor Kari 
Polanyi-Levitt contributed her father’s literary 
legacy to Concordia, and the Institute was 
established. Its centrepiece is the Archive, 
which contains unpublished papers, drafts of 
manuscripts, lecture notes and outlines, 
published papers, correspondence and more. 
Karl Polanyi (1886-1964) was a Hungarian 
social historian whose writings on the 
philosophical and historical foundations of 
liberalism and economic determinism continue 
to be influential. 
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Stefan Anastasiu ~ Film animation » FACTS ON 
and Caroline Boivin ~ Economics RESEARCH 
This year’s Concordia Council on Student Life » FOCUS ON 
(ccsL) Teaching Excellence Awards went to STUDENTS 
Professor Stefan Anastasiu, who has taught film » HIGHLIGHTS 


animation at Concordia for nearly 13 years, and NCE 
Caroline Boivin, who has taught Economics here 

for the past three years. Anastasiu was praised 

for his devotion to students — not just those in his 

own classes, but all students who need help. 

Boivin will be leaving the university to pursue 

other projects, but will miss her students and 


colleagues. 
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Elza Haseganu ~- 
Mechanical Engineering 


Winner of the Engineering 
and Computer Science 
Teaching Excellence 
Award this year, 
Mechanical Engineering 
Professor Eliza Haseganu has a reputation for 
warmth and skill as a teacher. Often invited to 
speak on the subject of women and science, she 
has been praised for her teaching in the past: 
she won a Concordia Council on Student Life 
Teaching Excellence Award in 1998, anda 
certificate of excellence from the Department 
of Mechanical Engineering in 1997. 
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Gad Saad - Marketing 
and Jeffrey Sacksner - Management 


Every year, the Faculty of Commerce and 
Administration presents teaching awards to 
one full-time and one part-time faculty 
member, and this year the respective winners 
are Gad Saad, of the Marketing Department, 
and Jeffrey Sacksner, in Management. Gad 
Saad, who has been teaching here since 1994, 
studies evolutionary psychology and its effect 
on consumer behaviour, and is known for 
making himself available to students. Jeffrey 
Sacksner, who works at Nortel, was 
encouraged to start teaching part-time in 1992. 
He lectures in organizational behaviour and 
implementing competitive strategies, and tries 
to make the class rich in terms of real-life 
experiences. 


Frank Chalk ~— History 


http://www.concordia.ca/rectorsreport/academics/ 


teachers.shiml 


Lundi 11 février 2002 


: 
Ra 


EVES EEO RCE DEEL DE TET SESE NIE D TEAS IES ESET SESE 





Focus on Academic Achievements: Great Teachers - Page: 3 
Concordia University Rector's Report 1999-2000 


Veteran History professor Frank Chalk was 
honoured during the sixth annual History in 
the Making conference for his “20 years of 
imaginative teaching.” The genocide studies 
specialist is co-director of the Montreal 
Institute for Genocide and Human Rights 
Studies with Sociology Professor Kurt 
Jonassohn. Chalk is known for the support he 
provides to his students, as well as the 
boundless energy he devotes to his work. He 
and Jonassohn have been at the helm of a 
course called The History and Sociology of 
Genocide, the first of its kind in North America, 
and have written what is now a standard work 
in the field, The History and Sociology of 
Genocide: Analyses and Case Studies 


.Moore/Commonweaith prize 


The Commonwealth Best First Book Award 
went to a Concordian this year: Jeffrey Moore, 
who teaches translation in Etudes francaises. 
The award, given for an English-language book 
written virtually anywhere in the world except 
the United States, carries a cash prize of 
£3,000, on top of £1,000 that three regional 
finalists are awarded. Moore’s book, Prisoner 
in a Red-Rose Chain , isa tale of obsession, 
published by Saskatoon’s Thistledown Press. 
The jury praised the book for the way it 
captured the quirkiness and anxiety of 
contemporary urban life. 
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Teachers are made, thanks to CTLS 

The Centre for Teaching and Learning Services 
(crLs) offers faculty members many ways of 
improving their teaching skills. The services range 
from a mentoring program that allows new faculty 
the opportunity to hook up with more 
experienced professors, to the popular three-day 
Instructional Skills workshop, which covers such 
topics as lesson design and how to effectively 
engage students’ interest. The latter is offered 
four times a year by Director Olivia Rovinescu. 
Assistant Director Heather Mackenzie says that 
the cris has been offering workshops for 27 years, 
and that in the past few years, some 200 faculty 
members have come to the Centre for guidance. 
Every year, the Centre also disburses Faculty 
Development Teaching Grants by reviewing 
imaginative faculty project proposals, designed to 
make difficult ideas come alive for students. 


Health services fit for work 

Keeping students healthy for school is the aim of 
Concordia’s Health Services. Director Melanie 
Drew and her team of family physicians, 
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psychiatrists, nurses, a dermatologist, a health 
educator and support staff focus on common 
student needs, since students make up 85 per 
cent of their clientele. This means professionals 
are trained to deal with issues such as asthma, 
socially transmitted diseases, mood swings, 
depression, anxiety and eating disorders. A recent 
innovation includes a Wellness Program that 
allows a person to measure his or her level of 
“wellness,” as well as the chance to work with a 
nurse on improving it. Smoking cessation 
programs also exist, as does an asthma education 
clinic. 


ECS staff get vote of thanks 

Jayne Claassen, Secretary to the Chair of 
Mechanical Engineering, and Stanley Swiercz, 
Applications/Information Systems Manager in 
Computer Science, both received Staff Excellence 
Awards from the Faculty of Engineering and 
Computer Science. The awards, which come with 
a plaque and $500, were given out for the first 
time this year, and reward one employee in office 
support and one in technical support for making 
an outstanding contribution to the learning and 
working environment of the Faculty. Claassen and 
Swiercz were praised for possessing qualities such 
as productivity, congeniality, and a willingness to 
assist others. 


Previous: Spotlight on teachers 
Return to top 
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Discussions on the state of research at Canadian 
universities have led to a greater emphasis on the 
need for more research funding in this country. 


This year, the federal government introduced 
$900 million for scientific research over the next 
five years, confirmed that 2,000 new academic 
chairs will be funded (21 to go to Concordia), and 
announced that the Canada Foundation for 
Innovation (cFI) research grants will continue 
another four years until 2005. 
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This is welcome news to Concordia 

researchers, who have done well so far in 
attracting these grants (more than $8 million 

Research Feilows ‘ ‘ ‘ : ; 

Adrian Tsang, Bill for eight projects with a Concordia researcher 

Reimer, Raye and +s : . : A: 

Tamea Kase. Ton as the principal investigator). Concordians also 

Stiharu did well this year in NSERC post-doctoral 


Catherine Moore, Gre fellowships, winning 40 per cent of them. 
Nielson, James Pfaus, 


Joseph Pegna, 
Annamma Joy 
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The Quebec government has come forward 


Fariborz Haghighat, th incr : : a Tis 
eae with increased funding, as well: $160 million 


Sensoria Research more for research, $120 million to match 
Team, David : 
McGimpsey grants from the federal cri program, and $40 
million more for the Quebec granting agencies. 
These are all signs that researchers at 


Concordia have much to look forward to. 


In the meantime, here are some examples of 
the varied research that was done over the 
1999-2000 year. 


Next: Research Fellows, Adrian Tsang, Bill 
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Concordia’s 2000 Research Fellows 
Psychology Professor Jane Stewart and 
Marketing Professor Michel Laroche were 
announced as this year’s Research Fellows 
by Dean of Graduate Studies and 
Research Claude Bédard. Stewart studies 
the neurobiological mechanisms that 
underlie relapse to drug-taking and 
Laroche’s main research interests are in 
communication, consumer behaviour 
modelling, culture and research 
methodology. As Concordia Research 
Fellows, they receive $5,000 each and an 
invitation to give a public lecture this 
year. 
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Adrian Tsang — The global gene 
Genomics, which deals with global 
questions about the entire organism, is a 
relatively new field, related to genetics, the 
study of inheritance and mutations one 
gene at a time. Concordia’s new Centre for 
Structural and Functional Genomics, 
headed by Biology Professor Adrian Tsang, 
will offer Montreal scientists the facilities 
to identify the role of each gene and where 
it resides in sequence on DNA, put the 
information together and make sense of it. 
The centre, which was started up by a $1.1 
million seed grant by BioChem Pharma 
and its head, Francesco Bellini, is expected 
to be part of Genome Quebec, a proposed 
network that includes all universities and 
major research institutes in Quebec. There 
are four similar networks being planned 
for the rest of Canada. 
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Sill Reimer — Studying rural Canada 

For more than 20 years, Sociologist Bill Reimer has 
been studying the changes taking place in rural areas. 
Now, with a three-year SSHRC grant to research social 
cohesion in rural Canada, he is leading a team of 17 
experts from across the country in the first strategic 
study of its kind. The concept of social cohesion is not 
new, Reimer says, but government interest in it is, and 
he will finally have the chance to help them look at 
policy through a “rural lens.” 


Raye and James Kass — Interaction in space 
When a long-term space-shuttle simulation ended with 
Canadian astronaut Judith Lapierre complaining of 
sexual harassment by one of her Russian colleagues, 
Concordia experts in human interaction were called in 
to untangle the much-publicized people problem. Raye 
Kass, a professor of Applied Human Sciences, and her 
brother James, a physicist based in Germany and an 
adjunct professor in the same Concordia department, 
have researched group dynamics in space. They had 
already been brought in as consultants before the 
eight-month isolation session began, and they had 
recommended substantial team training. However, all 
the crew got were several hours of “team-building.” 
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Lon Stiharu — Micromachines point to 
the future 


Mechanical Engineering Professor Ion 
Stiharu works with objects that are thinner 
than a strand of hair and so light they’re 
unaffected by gravity. These 
micro-electromechanical systems are 
primarily used in sensor technology today, 
but scientists foresee a future for them in 
the medical field, possibly revolutionizing 
treatments for ailments such as diabetes. 
Stiharu teaches graduate and 
undergraduate students about the uses of 
these micromachines. “It’s not like working 
with nuts and bolts,” he said. “You can’t see 
with your eyes. You have to see with your 
mind.” 
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Catherine Moore — Spy satellites help HOME 
ey FOCUS ON. 
Geographer Catherine Moore has been using spy ACADEMICS 


satellite images taken by the U.S. Geological 
Survey in 1962, as well as non-military images 
from the 1970s and ’80s to track the massive 
deforestation, heightened urbanization and 
consequent flooding on the southeastern Tibetan 
Plateau. “Satellites not only allowed us to get a 
view of the area, but by plotting back through 
time, we can discern the pattern and establish 
the trajectory of deforestation,” she said. The spy 
satellite images were declassified in 1995. Moore 
is hoping to obtain more recent satellite imagery 
of the region from RadarSat, a Canadian 
company based in St-Hubert. 








AT-A-GLANCE 
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: rae Stiharu 
Greg Nielsen — Resisting the global 


Fariborz Haghighat 
pulicdiozer Elizabeth Sacca, 


Cities are responding in unique ways to Sensorla Research 
globalizing culture, says Sociology McGimpsey 
Professor Greg Nielsen (above left). He is a 

member of a multidisciplinary, 

multi-university team recently awarded a 

$4 million ssHRc grant to study the urban 

experience in Montreal, Toronto, Berlin 

and Dublin in the context of globalization. 

At Concordia, he and graduate students 

will be looking at the integration and 

transgression aspects of citizenship for the 

five-year Culture of Cities project, trying 

to figure out how some cities manage to 

sustain local specificity despite a 

“sameness” imposed by global culture. 

Nielsen is also Director of the Concordia 

Centre for Broadcast Studies. 


James Praus — Rat dating behaviour 

Professor James Pfaus of the Centre for Studies in 
Behavioural Neurobiology (csBN) says that a team at 
the centre has replicated human patterns of behaviour 
in rats, suggesting that learning and conditioning play a 
central role in reproduction in all mammals. His 
research shows that female rats need vaginal 
stimulation for pregnancy and male rats need sexual 
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stimulation not to attack offspring in close proximity. 
Also, animals under the effect of alcohol are less choosy 
about their mates, and male rats will even overcome 
conditioning when under the influence. 


Joseph Pegna ~ Growing man-made objects 
Mechanical Engineering Professor Joseph Pegna is 
researching ways to grow man-made structures, from 
micro-mechanical devices to blocks of concrete and 
satellite parts. He is fascinated by the way nature 
manufactures structures like shells, as opposed to the 
way we do it. “We don’t have the technology to make a 
hand, for example, with its integrated muscles, nerves 
and bones,” he said. “The only way we could achieve 
this type of integration would be if we deposit the 
material within a structure exactly where we need it.” 
He has been exploring ways of depositing powders to 
form patterns, and other ways of depositing materials 
to grow artificial structures. 


Arnnamma Joy — Cultural consumerism 

Marketing Professor Annamma Joy is interested in 
consumer behaviour that reflects cultural differences. 
Originally a student in anthropology, and a holder of a 
Php in the field, Joy moved over to Concordia’s 
business school 19 years ago. She finds that marketing 
and anthropology have a natural synergy: “Marketing 
goes well beyond the notion of ad agencies and focus 
groups to encompass the whole consumer experience 
— the relationship in society between the individual 
and the object.” She has also co-produced a video, 
Daughters of Ixcel: Women Weavers of Guatemala, 
which focuses on the development of a marketing plan 
for weavers to promote their handicrafts locally and 
internationally. The video won an award in New York 
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and was recognized at the Canadian International 
Annual Film Festival. 
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Fariborz Haghighat — Indoor air pollution 
Concerned about the problems posed by 
contaminants such as paint and cleaning 
materials, two professors at Concordia and McGill 
are pooling their expertise and lab facilities to 
identify and monitor sources of indoor air 
pollution. Concordia’s Fariborz Haghighat (above 
left), of the Department of Building, Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, is collaborating with 
Jean-Pierre Farant (above right) of McGill’s 
Faculty of Medicine. Haghighat uses his lab to put 
materials such as carpet or linoleum into 
containers and then takes air samples to see if 
they emit gases. He sends the air samples to 
Farant for identification. Haghighat has also been 
collaborating with the Danish Institute of Building 
Research in a study on the perception of odours. 
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Elizabeth Sacca — Art Education 
publication 
Art Education Professor Elizabeth Saccé 
received the June King McFee Award, the 
most prestigious prize awarded by the 
women’s caucus of the American National Art 
Education Association. The prize rewards a 
career of writing, teaching and community 
work. Sacca took an in-house publication and 
turned it into the Canadian Review of Art 
Education, the field’s first formal research 
publication. 


Tne Concordia Sensoria Research Team — 
Uncommon sense 


The Concordia Sensoria Research Team, 
composed of faculty and graduate students 
from a variety of disciplines — including art 
history, sociology, anthropology, philosophy 
and architecture — is researching the primacy 
of visual perception in conventional Western 
aesthetics. The group, which includes Lonergan 
College distinguished scholar Constance 
Classen and anthropologist David Howes, also 
organized an international conference on the 
theme of the “Uncommon Senses” this year, 
which generated a lot of national interest. 


David McGimpsey — Batter up 

America’s sacred sport is the subject of 
Creative Writing professor David McGimpsey’s 
latest book, Imagining Baseball: America’s 
Pastime and Popular Culture. In it, he 
examines how books, movies, television and 
the game itself perpetuate the myth that 
baseball is a sport immune to the sins of other 
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games. McGimpsey has also written poetry, 
fiction and criticism of popular culture. 
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Some students come to university and spend >» HOME 

most ot their time in class because they find » FOCUS ON. 

learning in a structured setting suits them. Others ACADEMICS 

discover they need the buzz of extracurricular » FOCUS ON 
RESEARCH 


activities to supplement their formal education 
experience and teach them something outside 
their discipline. 





On these pages, we salute some of Concordia’s 
extraordinary students — some for the excellent 
grades and prizes they have received, others for 
their ability to combine classes with other 
activities and still succeed in school, and still 
others for making a difference to the student 
community at large. 
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Sports round-up 


Véronique Campbell, co-winner of 
tne Silver Medal 


Co-winner this year of the 
Governor-General’s Silver Medal for 
highest-ranking undergraduate, 
Véronique Campbell was also the 
recipient of the Science College medal 
for having the highest cpa at the 
College. Prior to coming to university, 
Campbell took two years to think and 
travel. While in South Africa, she 
helped a marine biologist study the 
dwindling mussel population off the 
coast for three months. When she 
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Andrea Levy, Gold Medal winner 

History graduate student Andrea Levy chose 
to trace the intellectual development of 
French existential Marxist and political 
ecologist André Gorz for her php thesis 
because he tied together a number of her 
intellectual and political interests of the last 15 
years. Last fall, as the top-ranking graduate 
student, she won the Governor-General’s 
Gold Medal for this work. Levy has been 
involved in municipal politics for many years, 
and helped found the local Green Party. She 
has worked as a freelance writer and has sat 
on the board of Canadian Dimension magazine. 





Science College graduates 
John-Christopher Boyer (etn 


returned to school, she found that her and David Hambly flank 
practical experience had prepared her Véronique Campbell, winner of 


for the theoretical work. The Biology 


the bath the Science Collece 
medal and the Governor 


major with honours in Ecology will be General’s Silver Medal 
heading to the University of Alberta, 
where she will do graduate work on the 
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genetic diversity of Canada’s lynx 
population. 


Benoit Goudreault-Emond shared the Silver Medal 
Benoft Goudreault-Emond entered Concordia’s 
Computer Engineering program and did so well that he 
received at least three awards at convocation, including 
the Governor-General’s Silver Medal (with Véronique 
Campbell, above). He said that work and study suit his 
temperament. For the time being, he is going to work 
full-time at a small software company where he has been 
employed in the summer, but he suspects he may return 
to university later to do an MBA or an advanced technical 
degree. 





Next: Cecilia Flores, Rebekah Tolley, Commerce students, 
Viadimir Glavac, Margaret Webb 
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Cecilia Flores takes her Php to Harvard 
Cecilia Flores was doing her undergraduate 





degree at the University of Mexico City when she ACADEMICS 
came into contact with Psychology Professor Jane FOCUS ON 
Stewart and Concordia’s psychobiology program. RESEARCH 


She was impressed enough to finish her 
studies here, and stayed to complete a 
Master’s and php. Her doctoral work ” HIGHLIGHTS 
focused on neurotrophic factors, and the AT.A-GLANCE 
role that one of these brain chemicals plays 

in brain function when adult rats are 

repeatedly exposed to drugs of abuse. 

Today, she is doing postdoctoral work at the 

Harvard Medical School on a fellowship from the 

Schizophrenia Society of Canada/Medical 

Research Council. 
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Rebekah Tolley, artist and writer 
Rebekah Tolley, a Studio Arts major 


(Printmaking) with a minor in Creative ALSO IN THIS SECTION: 
Writing, has been awarded a $17,000 Introduction, 
Governor-General’s 
(U.S.) grant at the Tyler School of Medal Winners 
Art of Temple University in 7 Weep iciesapee 
Philadelphia to pursue a Master’s in exams, Stephanie 
i ; ; Fulton, Raffaele 
Printmaking. It wasn’t always clear Delogu, Sex Sense 
that she would head into the arts; Journalism, Myer 
' Schecter, Reuben 
she came from a family of engineers, Bukochi: Pagcicc 
and she was encouraged to study the Potato 
sciences. However, the outdoor enthusiast Sports round-up 


always wanted to do her own art, and her 
multidisciplinary degree will help her do 
just that. 


Commerce students excel in Garnes 

A contingent of 84 undergraduate Commerce and 
Administration students proved a strong match for the other 
competitors in this year’s Commerce Games, held in Quebec 
City. They competed against 11 other universities from Quebec, 
Moncton and Ottawa. Teams from Concordia took first place in 
case competitions in finance, taxation, marketing and 
management information systems, second place in international 
business, debating, production operations management and 
human resources, and third in entrepreneurship. This gave 
them an overall academic gold. However, when combined with 
two silver medals in sports and one in social events, the 


students earned a silver overall the Games — for the second 


year in a row. 


Viadimir Glavac works on Canadarm 

Few students can claim that their work has travelled at 25 
times the speed of sound at 240 km above sea level, but 
Engineering graduate student Vladimir Glavac was able to see 
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his circuitry work on the Canadarm in action. The robotic arm 
on NASA’S space shuttle, Endeavor, connected the first two 
components of the International Space Station. Before coming 
to Concordia to do his Master’s degree in Applied Science in | 
Electrical Engineering, Glavac was an engineer with Canadarm 
designer Spar Aerospace, which was commissioned by Nasa to 
upgrade the powerful shuttle appendage. He still works 
full-time on satellite and wireless communications projects at 
EMS Technologies, which bought Spar. 





Margaret Webb chosen as Disney writer 

Margaret Webb, a 1994 graduate in the ma in Creative Writing, 
won a fellowship to work full-time for a year at the Disney 
corporation. Webb was one of 2,500 applicants for a handful of 
positions — one of four winners of a fellowship in feature 
screenwriting. Since finishing her Master’s degree, Webb has 
studied and worked at the Canadian Film Centre in Toronto, 


founded by director Norman Jewison. 


Next: Art history, UFE exams, Stephanie Fulton, Raffaele 
Delogu, Sex Sense 


Previous: Introduction, Governor-General’s Medal 
Winners 
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excelling in UFE exams 

Concordia students have always done extremely 
well when writing the uniform final exam (or UFE) 
for the Canadian Institute of Chartered » FOCUS ON 
Accountants, and this year was no exception. RESEARCH 
Till-Arne Hahn ranked second among Canadian » POCUS ON 
students writing the exam, and Peter Campbell aes 
placed i1oth. Etienne Tardif placed eighth in ~ HIGHLIGHTS 
Quebec, and Concordia’s pass rate was 76.4 per © AT.A-GLANCE 
cent, compared to the Canadian pass rate of 65.2 

per cent. Concordia’s Diploma in Accountancy 

program prepares students for the gruelling 

16-hour test. 


>» HOME 
~ FOCUS ON | 
ACADEMICS 
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Stephanie Fulton looks at leptin 
Graduate student Stephanie Fulton 
is off to a promising research career ALSO IN THIS SECTION: 
with an article published in January Introduction, 
. : . Governor-General’s 
in the highly respected journal Madal Winnecc 
Science. It describes the research se 

Ene , hee Cecilia Flores, 
she did for her Master’s thesis in Rebekah Tolley, 


: ; Commerce students, 
experimental psychology on leptin, a Vladimir Glavac, 


recently discovered hormone that helps the Margaret Webb 
body strike a balance between obesity and Ppa eres ee 
emaciation. Peter Shizgal, Director of the Bukachi, People’s 
Centre for Studies in Behavioural on 
Neurobiology (csBn), and Psychology 
Professor Barbara Woodside co-authored 
the paper. Fulton got her Ba from Concordia 
in 1996 and her MA in 1999, and is 
continuing her studies at the csBn. The 
leptin work garnered the research team 
nation-wide media attention. 





Sports round-up 


Raffaele Deiogu is top Mechanical Engineering student 
Raffaele Delogu received the Canadian Society for Mechanical 
Engineering’s Gold Medal last December, an annual award for 
extra-curricular activity and academic excellence. He received 
his Bachelor in Engineering in May 1999, and has now moved on 
to graduate studies. 
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Students design a Canadian first 

Seven Design Art students worked on the first extensive guide 
to contraception for young people in Canada. Called Sex Sense, 
the book was the brainchild of local communications consultant 
Elke Henneberg, who was commissioned by the Society of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists of Canada to produce a 
contraceptive guide. Henneberg thought, who better to design 
the book than some of the 14- to 25-year-olds for which the 
book was intended? She turned to the Design Art Department, 
and the students dealt with every aspect of production, from 
choosing photographers to giving advice on how to make the 
text accessible to people their age. As paid contractors, they 
also learned a bit about negotiating contracts and making 
progress reports. 


Next: Journalism, Myer Schecter, Reuben Bukachi, 
People's Potato 
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